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Continuing work is being performed for the US FCC mandate to support TTY Baudot tones through digital networks by the TTY Forum and TTSI ad hoc.  During the last TTSI ad hoc meeting, manufacturers advised the need for guidance from 3GPP SA2, T2 and Operators on the following:

SA2

· Clarification of the requirement boundaries needs to be further identified for the newly assigned bearer bit.  Information stating exactly what the Bearer Bit will do is needed.

· Verbal description of the actions/operations of the Bearer Bit method in the architecture.

T2

It has been identified that some type of interface is required to activate the TTY Bearer  Bit in the handset.  In the current TTY Forum and TTSI ad hocs this is being referred to as the TTY Mode Switch. (Switching from normal operation to TTY Mode that supports the Bearer Bit).  The manufacturers need further clarification as follows:

· Where and how the bearer bit is activated by the TTY mode switch.

· In addition and related to above, how will a SIM-less TTY call be handled. (I.e. will the handset recognize the TTY call and assign a bearer bit and if so how. Concern in regards to system resources if all SIM-less calls are treated as TTY.)

Other Concerns

· A process also needs to be created that protects CTM pooling resources.  User interface has two possible configurations per manufacturers, continuously enabled and invoked per call.  For users that wish to select continuous enabled bearer bit capability, the manufacturer should provide functional guidance to the user to limit the use of that function to TTY users only.  Guidance and instruction in the user manual as to the proper use to this function should be provided for phones that have the CTM bearer bit capability.  Otherwise, non-TTY users could potentially use the limited resources assigned to TTY users. This also should include handsets that are refurbished and to prevent accidental activation of the CTM bearer bit.

To further assist in the rapid development of product and to be able to meet the FCC requirement, recommendations need to be made to the manufacturers by the next TTSI meeting, August 9, 2001.  

The TTSI ad hoc thanks SA2 and T2 for their rapid assistance and comments in this matter. Any existing standards, available descriptions and/or comments from T2 and SA2 members that fulfill the above needs would be appreciated.

